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EEEE PER EESE PER
Angami LAKEE Li-yu e
Ao Naga ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬁ Lushai B
Bahing HEE Magar WE5EEE
Banpara PR BBV Mand. iE
Bodo eSS Manb dialect B E
Central Chin (Falaam ° Hh L EREE Mao ES
Hakha )
Chepang JEIES Maram
Chokri Meithei ek el
Cuona Menba FEAPFIEEE Mikir KIERER
Dhimal SRR Moshang BHaE
Etruscan FEFEF Mzieme IEEFE
Garo INFEEE Namsang e
Hkauri dialect Northern Naga / Naga | AtHRNEE / BRHNGE
Jingpho S HEEE Notce
Kadai (Hainan) 1FrEEINEE Nruanghmei
Kadu IR Nung REE
Kanauri FH Samheung (S.Min) =40 (HImEE)
Karenni=Red T fi [EFR=HL L i Sema EEE
Karen=Kayah
Kezhama Southern Chin FABREREE
Konyak FLER B T(h)ai Bk
Ladakhi PLETE Tablung SEATRES
Lahu hithiaE Takpa B raiHEE
Lakher PITeREE Tangkhul HHEMREE
Lalo EEEE Tiddim Chin / Tiddim #GE
Lepcha HIE A GE Zeme
Liangmai RAGE Zhongshan Cantonese Hl R
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Deltacism of laterals in

Sino-Tibetan and elsewhere

James A. Matisoff
University of California, Berkeley

The apical consonants [1], [d], and [n] are quite similar in articulatory terms, all
voiced sounds involving the occlusion of the tip of the tongue against the alveolar ridge
or the back of the upper teeth. Many languages show dialectal variation among these
sounds. There is, e.g., a well-known tribe of American Indians known variously as
Dakota, Lakota, or Nakota. A number of Sino-Tibetan (ST) etymologies show
interchange between [1] and [d], for which the conditioning factors are rather obscure, in

a manner reminiscent of the so-called “sporadic” cases of d ¥ 1 in Indo-European.

Keywords: Sino-Tibetan Language, Tibeto-Burman Language, Old Chinese,

Deltacsim, lateral, cluster, variation, etymology, cognate



