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How Free will working in the “Lao Z1”
" wuwei | theory

Yang Hsiu-Huei’

Abstract

When people mention about Lao Zi’s wuwei theory, sometime would misunderstand, and
think it like not doing anything or passive attitude. But how could we live without not doing
any action, so wuwei shouldn’t be interpret in such way. Besides, when Lao Zi talks about
wuwei also emphasizes about “wuwei er wei”, therefore the main problem isn’t not doing, it’s
about how to do with a wuwei’s attitude.

There are already many papers discussed about wuwei and wei, so it’s very difficult to
say something new. To avoid repeating the same results of other papers, this research will
focus on the relation in wuwei and free will.

The purpose of connecting wrwei and free will is wanting to know is people still having
the free will when he or she reaching the wuwei state. Besides, is there an order between
wuwei and wei, they appear at the same moment or one after the other?

Although we couldn’t find the word “free will” in “Lao Zi”, we could interpret through

the context. Wishing we could find the true meaning of wuwei.

Key words: Lao Zi, wuwei, free wull , dualism
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