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“Metaphysical and original beauty” —anew debating
on the meaning of “Great Beauty of the universe” in
writings of Chuang Zi.

Sun Chung-Feng

Abstract

In this research, the author tried to elucidate the meaning of “Great Beauty of the
universe” in writings of Chuang Zi. The author hold that Chuang Zi surmount the relative
beauty in the world and pursue the absolute beauty because of his spirit of detaching from the
world. Therefore, the essence of “Great beauty of the universe” in writings of Chuang Zi is
metaphysical and original beauty, not the beauties of nature, as many scholars believe. “Great
beauty of the universe” in the book of Chuang Zi means the virtue of Heaven to rear the
creation in the world without selfishness. “Great beauty of the universe” is found by learners
of the Taoists when cultivating their minds, and it can be put into practice to produce the
beauties in the world, then becoming the metaphysical origin of all beauties. Therefore, the
essence of “Great beauty of the universe” is practical, not theoretical. In this research, the
author will make a comparison between “Great beauty of the universe” and “metaphysical
beauty” in Plato's aesthetic theory, and precisely presenting the essence of “Great beauty of

the universe”.

Key words: Chuang Zi, aesthetics of Chuang Zi, metaphysical aesthetics, aesthetics of Taoist,

philosophy of Taoist
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