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A Study of the Dun-Huang Conscript Women

Songs by Imagination and Reflection
Lin Jen-Yu*

Abstract

Dun-Huang is a military stronghold in the Tang Dynasty. As a rule, the most
popular songs were appearing soldiers’ mind. When I read the Dun-Huang notes. I
discover the song about soldiers’ mind were very few. In the other hand, the songs
about conscript women (soldiers’ wife or girl friend) were very numerous. What were
the reasons? I concerned the relations between people and songs. I study the conscript
women songs in the Dun-Huang notes. Now I understand the key point were emotions
expressed. Especially about imagine and reflect ways. They imagine and reflect
conscript women and soldier’s situation. This paper would appear the result and cite
examples. Including, the woman imagine the situation of war, the soldier come back

and reflect her situation.

Key words: Dun-Huang songs, conscript women songs, the Tang and Later Five

Dynasty’s songs, imagine situation, reflect situation.

* Assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung-Hsing University
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