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Study on Hakkanien etiquette of “Mai-Sue

Han Bi-Chyn"

Abstract

There is no solid conclusion on whether Hakkanien etiquette of “Mai-Suei” (‘E7K) was
adopted from Chinese tradition or influenced by local Zhuang (jf:) population. The purpose of
this study was to analyze the etiquette and to trace the evolution and transformation of the
Hakkanien etiquette of “Mai-Suei”.

Since Hakka predecessors migrated from central China to southern area, the etiquette of
“Mai-Suei” was supposed to adopt from Chinese tradition. However, the etiquette is not
described in Chinese classics. The theory of Chinese originality of the etiquette is
questionable. During Tang and Sung dynasties, Hakka predecessors colonized and distributed
within Zhuang and She (F’ﬁ ) populations in southern China. The cultural interactions among
Hakka, Zhuang and She populations can be supposed reasonably. Because both Zhuang and
She populations have the etiquette of “Mai-Suei”, and Hakka has a close relationship with She,
Hakkanien etiquette of “Mai-Suei” was preferably adopted from the minorities in southern
China to adopt from Zhuang population specifically.

“Mai-Suei” is not mentioned in Chinese classics and is not a traditional Chinese etiquette.
However, the etiquette could evolve from a culture. Although the Hakkanien etiquette of
“Mai-Suei” is not Chinese original, it is not against the general rule of rites and plays an

important role in Hakka population.

Key words: Mai-suei, Chi-Suei, Ching-Suei, Hakka funeral ceremony
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