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Butterfly and Chiyou: Newly Constructed
Myths of Miao and the Reflection upon Them

Wu Xiao-dong”

Abstract

Taking Miao’s myths about butterfly and Chiyou as examples, this treatise
attempts to clarity the process in which the myths of a ethnic group are constructed.
The abundant emergence of Miao’s myths about butterfly was due to an inaccurate
translation of a word in Miao’s language. The creation of Miao’s myths about
Chiyou, however, resulted from Han’s scholars, who associated Chiyou with Miao
when annotating Han’s documents; affected by this, Miao’s scholars recognized
Chiyou as Miao’s ancestor and began to re-explain some myths that originally had
nothing to do with Chiyou to newly cultivate myths about him. The two examples
above demonstrate preconceived ideas play a crucial role in the comprehension of

texts.

Key words: Butterfly, Chiyou, Myths of Miao
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