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Astral Concepts and Folklore among the
Austronesian Peoples of Taiwan

Hitoshi Yamada®

Abstract

In studying myths and folklore on stars, we are confronted with difficulties
caused by inconsistent materials in various areas and ages. Each ethnic group’s
attitude towards, or interest in, stars, together with those of each researcher’s, can
affect the matter. When however studying astral myths and folktales from
religious-ethnological perspective, we find that economical modes are deeply
connected with astral concepts and folklores. Thus some constellations are regarded
as hunters and their games, the Pleiades are related to agricultural calendar, the
Orion to navigation techniques in seafaring, etc. Though astral concepts and
folklore are not many among the Austronesian peoples of Taiwan, they share some
of above characteristics.

(1) The Atayal and the Sediq say that the blood shed by the sun when shot
down became stars, while the Yami (Tao) believe that stars are “eyes of the sky.” (2)
The Ami, the Puyuma and the Paiwan share tales on two brothers committing
parricide. In some of the tales, the brothers turn into stars in the end. Interestingly
they rob sugarcanes in some versions, a feature which reminds of Southeast Asian
“star-type swan maiden” tales. (3) The Tsou tell of some constellation as appearing
at the beginning of agricultural cycle, while the Atayal see the Venus as a hunter
shooting at a bear. (4) One of the constellations of the Yami describes a fishing boat

followed by a shark. (5) The Ami have tales of a woman begetting children with a

Associate Professor, Tohoku University
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male deer, and the kids became stars from shame. Another tale of romance is one

among the Basay, in which a woman loves a man and continues to follow him in the
night sky.

Key words: Austronesian peoples of Taiwan, star, astral mythology
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Berezkin, Yuri E. 2005. Cosmic Hunt: Variants of a Siberian — North American Myth.

Archaeology, Ethnology & Anthropology of Eurasia, 2(22): P141-150.
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