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A Study on Myths of the Separation of Sky and
Earth from the Point of View of Comparative
Mythology

Hsu Chih-ping’

Abstract

The article investigates the Myth on the Separation of Sky and Earth all over
China referring to the definition in Western Mythology, and inspects Japanese
scholar K. Numazawa (iﬁi%’%ﬂ |) s theory that Myths on the Separation of Sky
and Earth can reflect the “Visit-marriage” custom.

Myth on the Separation of Sky and Earth is divided into two parts: original
Myth on the Separation of Father-sky and Mother-earth and Myth on the
Re-separation of Sky and Earth. Re-separation of Sky and Earth is further divided
into cutting routes like heaven ladder and separating sky and earth that are too close.
These two parts are quite different. The former contains the meaning of “Separation
of Mortal and Immortal” and “Paradise Lost”, while the latter refers to the opposing
against the oppression of “Sky”, which is close to “Myth of Salvation”.

Though there are some similarities between Myth on the Separation of Sky and
Earth and Visit-marriage, the theory of K. Numazawa lacks completeness of

supporting references, remaining to be further proved.

Key words: Comparative Mythology, Myths on the Separation of Sky and Earth,

Visit-marriage

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chiayi University
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