ML RS ERPRE |

WrBEEMELEETRTOAY

P}

#H %

AR P B S AR R R RBGE THIPRE - a5 & — L AHEE RS
AR AR T (AU HRRE TP R B RERE (R o B HIESHRE S ISR
VE » FRRRROOLEINE - FHEG PR S E T - (OGRS AR A R 2 2R - 3
BB —REEBIER & T T B EREHEEE R @RS E R
B CVERREACE A SZ B o RS R - S Rer a2k » e & R T
LR S IR X - 38 11 B e e M PR RS S E P - RERAR P B SR B AU
i FE T BRI o G SRR RS i R R B i & — M T H R B 3
H - EEMPRES 7B T~ RIEMESIEEGRE - 0 1 G
A BT A - RGBT R E - a0 [REMT )T
S~ TTHIE ) <5 - FGRRS - RS EE R 86 » R 13
FRA AR,  MEBHUTH R R E RN T —E TRA
B I SEHAR AR IE AU » A0S AE — (R S AL TR
IR 7T HmIER

RS - TSRS ~ PREA - THT - @B R

TORMERKE T B R AR

-177-



2 FtACHEERRIZFE L B

On the Form of Expression of Ancient Chinese
Mythology in the Art of Han Dynasty

Zhu Cun-ming”

Abstract

This article intends to explore the form of expression of ancient Chinese
mythology in Han Dynasty Art. Myth is a sacred mode of discourse, which
scattered in all types of writings in the ancient Chinese classics. The effectiveness
of myth to explain is limited owing to the ambiguity of the Chinese mythology
language patterns, visual threshold of explanation, and the richness of content. Han
Dynasty Art is an image of the Han Dynasty, leaving behind very rich information
of the ancient mythology so that it is very important to explore the value of ancient
Chinese mythology through the further interactive interpretation on documents and
images; improve the effectiveness of interpretation; understand the various myths of
the visual presented pattern, including a more comprehensive understanding of the
myth of culture, understanding the prototype structure of Chinese culture as well.
Thesis identifies that the ancient Chinese mythology shown in the Han Dynasty Art
is a kind of cosmic symbolism, which explored the mythical image performance on
universe, heaven and earth by Han Chinese people; analyses the performance of the
Han Dynasty art creation on the universe, myths heaven and earth view of symbols
pattern, such as “round sky and square earth”, “picture of floating clouds”, “maps of
the ways to paradise”. The author issues that Han Dynasty Art is a “mirror image”
of Han nationality representing the collective unconsciousness of the Han
nationality. The aesthetic significance of symbolism of the universe of Han Dynasty
Art lies in the construction of a “unity of heaven and man” which is the aesthetic
ideal that enable people to get rid of the threat of death, live in a myth of aesthetic
illusion, so that the mysterious life is filled with the significance of cosmism.

Key words: ancient Chinese mythology, Han Dynasty art, the universe, images,
aesthetic

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Xuzhou Normal University
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