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On the Phrase “To make no change to father’s
ways for three years” in the Analects

Chu, Hsin-Yi "

Abstract

The relationship between father and son is the most irreplaceable one among the
very five human relationships, from which the virtue of filial piety is said to be
constituted. Given a number of paragraphs in the Analects in which Confucius disusses
with his disciples about what filial piety (xiao Z) means, it can be claimed not only
that Confucius especially prefers to this virtue, but that he has an intention to situate
the activity of filial piety withinthe political context —an idea of considering the family
relationship the essence of social order. Among those focusing on the concept of xiao,
one paragraph has been paid much more attention, which occurs two times in the
Analects: “The Master said, ‘... ... If, for three years, he makes no changes to his father’s
ways, he can be said to be a good son.’” It is obvious that for Confucius, one, as a filial
son, does not have a dispositon to change his father’s ways. But why Confucius holds
this claim? How can the detail of filial love be understood in the context of Analects?
This article attempts to analyze, with a comparison with a number of scholars’
interpretations, Confucius’s discourses of the concept of xiao, and to argue that xiao, as

being unchangeable of one’s father’s ways, does imply a political significance.

Keywords: Confucius, Rituals, Filial Piety, Three-year Mourning Period, Political

Significance

* Associate Professor, General Education Center, National Kaohsiung University of Hospitality
and Tourism.
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