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A Comparative Study of Modern Myth Fiction
—Flight to the Moon and The Last Arrow

Chung Chung-hsien®

Abstract

Lu Xun’s Flight to the Moon and Wang Xiaolian’s The Last Arrow trilogy are
both derived from the myths and legends of Hou Yi and Chang’e stories. This thesis
does not intend to uncover the correlation of the contemporary works with the
original stories, or the evolution of legends, but rather to analyze, interpret and
compare these two works from the perspective of “mythic fiction.” The first is a
simple composition, inferring the reality in its author’s idea through re-typification
of the characters. The latter is written with belated understanding, endowed with
profound life experiences of its author, and re-invent the ancient stories with
Modernistic touches. In addition, this thesis will provide individual opinions on

the future development of modern myth fiction composition.

Keywords: ModernFiction, Myth, LuXun, WangXiaolian, HouYi, Chang’e, Feng
Meng

Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University.
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