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To Explore the Statue of the Idolatrous God of
Xunwu with Turtle and Snake Crossed

Chen Chi-wen”

Abstract

Following the Qin and the Han Dynasties that the conceptions of astronomy
and five elements had been formed, the Xuanwu worship began at constellations
worship, considered as being one of four spirits, and with an integrated formation
with turtle and snake. To confirm the original of Xuanwu is a highly controversial
matter, this wants to be mentioned from the ancient drinking vessels in collection of
Japan and Paris Museums, casting in an image of baby tiger preying on man.
According to Zhang Guang Zhi the beast's opening mouth stand for a power going
through the life and death or the earth and the heaven, are called "the motif of
human and beast", and are stressed that the pattern and shape are all essential for
power struggle of politics, referring to sacrifices and fighting. To these patterns with
animals some of scholars of art history regard as just decoration not the meaning of
religion or ideology. Do these patterns belong to a worship to totem or just an art
pattern?

To elaborate on the meaning of the pattern with animals, not only do provide its
characters with a reasonable explanation, have the added perspective to give the
general rules in which it was formed that can match the facts that highlight the
civilizations and history in it. To stretch its claws, and protrude eyes, and fly scales
so as to feed the principle of highlighting and a grand momentum; more prefer the
beauty of arc track, shape much in turning back up to, of all those that embody the
design thought of animal patterns in ancient China. In culture Han Dynasty

glorified grave, the four spirits of animals to be charged with leading the dead

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Chung Hsing University

-87-



4 AR B

spirits to heaven, and the Xunwu god to vanquish demons and monsters to protect
the dead spirits. To prototype, the Xunwu has a copulating of turtle and snake. To
integrate the metamorphosis of the image of the Xunwu god into consideration, that
is prepared for an image that is a perfect complementary shape of turtle and snake,
that satisfy people of worship to mystery with its strange manner and supernatural

significance.

Key words: myth, four spirits, Xunwu, turtle and snake, image
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