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Pound drug hare: One Study in Han Dynasty
portrait stone carvings of The Queen Mother of
the West and the subordinate animals’ icons

Kao Li-fen”

Abstract

Since the twentieth century, the archaeological excavation of the Han Dynasty
is prolonged and continued to carry on, the great amount of icons of The Queen
Mother of the West are found in the Han Dynasty stone portraits under the tomb,
other than that, the icons are also appeared on the frescos, tomb paintings, and
bronze mirrors too. These rich archaeological materials re-activated the studies of
the Queen Mother of the West of Han Dynasty. As shown in the Han Dynasty
portrait stone carvings, the icons of the Queen Mother of the West are not appeared
as a single isolated major goddess. In other words, the icons of the Goddess are
appeared configuration with different subordinate animals in the duration of space
and time. Mainly, the hare is the most important subordinate animal which
collocated with the Goddess. The hare in the moon is appeared as single-handed or
collocated with the toad either, and pound drug is non-essential icon. However, the
hare which is collocated with the Queen Mother of the West, then pound drug
action turn into essential and symbol of immortality. This article is in order to make
a thorough investigation into the pound drug hare as the main exploration target,
and to probe into the relationship in between the collocation of the pound drug hare
and the Queen Mother of the West. And also, the literary work is going to explain
the iconology meaning in between the hare and the Goddess, and to distinguish the
divine function of the Queen Mother of the West in the regional and diachronic
development and changes.

Key words: pound drug hare, Han Dynasty portrait stone carvings, the Queen
Mother of the West, elixir of immortality, the myth.

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University
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