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Study on “bereavement warming” etiquettes and
customs’

Han Bi-Chyn"

Abstract

The term “bereavement warming” was not found in Chinese classics of rites, but
appeared in many popular literatures and books. The meaning of bereavement
warming diversified considerably even in opposite way. The purpose of this study was
to reestablish the origin of bereavement warming and its transformation with time.

The term and the dates of bereavement warming varied with area because of
spatial separation. The forms of the activity also varied with time and even drama and
dancing were included in some cases.

The most important of rites is its rightness. Rightness is its internal structural
value which will not changed with time. However, the form of rites may vary with
space and time and become significant different after generations. If the internal
structural value cannot be conserved the etiquette will become formalism. The

“bereavement warming” etiquette is the same.

Keywords: Bereavement warming, Filial warming, Entertain the deceased, Funeral

drama

*  This study was financially supported by National Science Council. (NSC101-2410-H-005-
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** Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University, Taichung,
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