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"Shu Ci1 Bi Shi" and Fang Bao’s Interpretation
of "ChunQiu"
— — A discussion on the "Wu ZhuanEr Zhu".

Chang Kao-Ping*

Abstract

In Confucius’s historical writing, it is noticeable that he included some hidden
meaning in his text for educational purposes. Accordingly, Dong Zhong Shu, the
Dan-Zhao school, and Hu An Guo had different approaches of understanding those
hidden meaning in Confucius’s work. Through "ChunQiu", a Confucian classic,
scholars realized that people might go through incidents, text, or investigation to
understand Confucius’s teachings. In this study, "Shu Ci Bi Shi" method (method of
choosing words according to the incident) was applied as research perspective,
whereas "Chun Qiu Tong Lun"(General Theory of "ChunQiu") and "Chun QiuZhiJie"
(The Basic Method of "ChunQiu") by Fang Bao were used as the major research text.
The differences between the "Chun Qiu Tong Lun" and "Chun QiuZhiJie" can be
summarized into two: the understanding of events in " ChunQiu" based on full text as
noted in "Chun Qiu Tong Lun", and the hidden message between lines from Fang
Bao’s points of view as noted in "Chun QiuZhiJie". Fang Bao successfully mastered
the method used by Confucius while writing "ChunQiu", succeeded the events
recording procedure, and hence revealed those hidden meaning included in "ChunQiu"
without written down in text.

Keywords: "Shu Ci Bi Shi" (method of choosing words according to the incident),
"Wu ZhuanEr-Zhu" (the understanding of "ChunQiu" without rely on the
three Commentaries on "ChunQiu"), writing skills of "ChunQiu", "Chun
Qiu Tong Lun", "Chun QiuzZhilJie"

*Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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