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When Standard Chinese Meets Chinese of
Difference: In the case of Xie Bingying and
Zhong Meiyin

Khor Boon Eng (Xu Wen-Rong)*

Abstract

The advocating of Sinophone Literature is a means to construct an accurate
terminology apart from the (Modern and Contemporary) Chinese Literature, with the
aim to provide a better definition and interpretation of the other Chinese literature
outside the territory of China. The main difference between the Chinese literature and
the Sinophone literature is the former uses standard Chinese while the latter uses
“Chinese of difference”. Even thoughthe discourse of Sinophone Literature has only
started emerging in the 21 century, but the existence of “Chinese of difference”
appeared earlier than that, and is' the' mixture' of Chinese and local languages. As
mainlander who later migrated to Taiwan, Xie Bingying and Zhong Meiyin, though
they have different motive to travel and stay in Nanyang (Southeast Asian), they both
have to face the alienation world of Chinese of difference. Xie Bingying and Zhong
Meiyin feel strange at the beginning, however, they conceive the sense of conscious,
and eventually absorb and use Chinese of difference after. Thisis an interesting
process. This paper explores how they figure out the vocabularies of “Chinese of
difference” and compare them with the standard Chinese, and further adopt them into
their literary writings consciously. This paper also investigates what kind of effect in

term of linguistic form that their works created in the end.

Keywords: Standard Chinese, Chinese of difference, Xie Bingying, Zhong Meiyin,

travel prose
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