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Change in Time, Change through Adjustments,
and Change as History
— On the Conception of “Change” 1n the

Records of the Grand Historian

Chen Yong-Lin*

Abstract

There are three kinds of changes, i.e. shibian, quanbian, and shibian, that

constitute the whole picture of the conception of “Change” (bianhua) in the Shiji or

Records of the Grgud Hlstorlan hile s41, lan which,i lways anslatc
in time, refer
v N

can be considered maklng corrgsponding adJustm when Tacing varieties derived

from changes | Rl e. Shzbz dlfferentl_rom the t kinds of changes mentioned
d |0na 9 Sin nlverSi %

above, is said to be equlvalent to what’s called gujin zhi bian, which refers to the

historical progress of over three thousand years in which successors are able to observe

the rise and fall of the myriad things from their beginning and ending. In short, the

conception of “Change,” which functions as realizing Sima Qian’s dynamic view on

history, is taken in the article as something intensionally gradational, where quanbian

arises in the course of shibian and shibian is at the same time constituted.

Keywords:Sima Qian, Records of the Grand Historian, Change in Time, Change
through Adjustments, Change as History

* Adjunct Lecturer, General Education Center, National Kaohsiung University of Hospitality
and Tourism.
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