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“External undertakings should be commenced
on the odd days” — A Statistical Study on the

Dates of Wars in the Classic of Chungiu and Its
Commentaries

Huang Sheng-Sung®

Abstract

By listing all the dates of external wars recorded on the classic of Chungiu and its
commentaries, this article aims to observe the validity of the idea that external
undertakings should be commenced on the odd days. (waishi yi gangri), which occurs
in the first chapter of Qul/i in liji, arguing that three points should be paid attention: 1.
For peoples during Chungiu period, declaring a war on the odd days is of special
significance. 2. In fighting on the odd days, northern states of noble .Ji are higher than
average, which is contrary to the case of southern states, in which the state of Chu is
the leader. 3. It can be seen that from early Chungiu to its late stage, there had been a

decrease in taking odd days as an option for declaring a war.
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