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On the Acceptance and the Creativity of Su
Shi’s Lyrics — A Study Based on Jiangchengzi

Hsu Shu-Hui*

Abstract

Similar to poetry writing to which rhythm must be paid attention, traditional lyric
writing is a certain kind of literary activity wherein tonal patterns, as items for
lyricists to select before composing, are of great importance. This is one of the reasons
why researches nowadays on the tonal patterns of traditional lyrics has been
increasing in the related area. Among tonal patterns that have still existed,
Jiangchengzi, which were mercly composed 14 times during the Five dynasties and 4
times during the early period of Northern Song, respectively, had once been ranked 13
of favorite patterns by Song people as a contribution of Su Shi who was the first to
compose Jiangchengzi with great frequency. Based upon this view, this article aims to
focus, both formally and emotionally, on lyrics with the pattern of Jiangchengzi,
arguing that Su Shi is of big achievement in inheriting related works of his former and,

more importantly, in promoting Jiangchengzi as one of the most prevalent.

Keywords: Tonal Patterns, Su Shi, Jiangchengzi

* Adjunct Lecturer, Center of General Education, Shu-Zen Junior College of Medical and
Management.
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