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The Production and Construction of Locality:
The Fengshui Practice from the Cultivation
Legends of Liuk Tui Hakka Settlements

Hsu Kuo-Ming®

Abstract

This paper reexamines the cultivation legends that currently exists in Liuk Tui
Hakka settlements and attempts to discuss the fengshui practices involved. This paper
also explores how the Chinese traditional fengshui culture is emphasized through the
discursive practice of the cultivation legends and how the fengshui culture constructs
the context and content of the community’s locality. To be specific, according to the
narrative of the Liuk Tui cultivation legends, it is obvious that the formation and
development of the settlement’s spaces are not merely changed according to its
environmental landscape. The ‘spatial development 'is ‘also “influenced by the
inspiration, recognition, and interpretation of fengshui culture, the actual practices of
the fengshui masters, and the acknowledgment and reaction to fengshui culture among
the general public. The interaction between settlement spaces and geomancy fengshui,
in particular, reflected that the environmental knowledge of local residents has
gradually developed into a multiple and complex spatial practice. Therefore, it is
important to examine how the fengshui culture was acknowledged and practiced
among different settlements of Liuk Tui within its social-geometrical-historical
context. Through the distinctive literature genre of “legends”, how was the discursive
practices of the fengshui culture which is identifiable, understandable, and applicable
been developed is an essential prerequisite. Lastly, this paper also inquires what
“locality” meaning does the fengshui practices based on cultivation legends produced

and constructed. These observation and inquiries will help highlight the fengshui

* Doctoral candidate, Dept. of Chinese Literature, Nationl Chung Hsing University.
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culture in Liuk Tui settlement and demonstrate the continuing changes and
transformation of the application of the cultivation legends according to the local

demands, which greatly influenced the settlement’s development.

Keywords: Liuk Tui, locality, cultivation legends, Hakka, Fengshui, destroy the

geomancy
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