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View of Life and Interpersonal Practice in the
Analects and the Laozi

Hsu, Yu-Ching®

Abstract

It is recorded in the “Biographies of Laozi and Han fei” in the Book of History
that Confucius, who travelled to Chou to consult Laozi about rituals, was admonished
instead that he must clear himself with no arrogance and by keeping as few desires as
possible, in that as a gentleman of strict morality, one is expected to appear brainlessly.
The admonishment given by Laozi implies that Confucius is arrogant enough to act
selfishly and that his ambition is also unduly inappropriate. But, is it real?

In the Analects, it can be seen that Confucius shows his modesty, which is a
quality against arrogance, when learning rituals in the Grand Ancestral Hall. It can
also be seen that in encouraging his'disciples to/behave neither overshooting the mark
nor falling short, Confucius definitely commits himself to the way of the mean, where
he proves a gentleman of few desires.

If Laozi’s critique is irrelevant to Confucian philosophy, then it might seem that
Laozi and Confucius have their own logic, respectively, say, contradictory
perspectives of life, ethical differences, and so on. In this regard, it might be
significant to find the message to be sent to Confucius in Laozi’s admonishment, and
to discuss what Confucius is able to learn in the conservation with Laozi.

Although it may not be the fact that Confucian consulted Laozi in terms of rituals,
it does not prevent this article from studying the view of Life and interpersonal

practice in the Analects and the Laozi.

Keywords: Confucius, Laozi, Analects, Highest Goodness is like Water

* Part-Time Assistant Professor, Department of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language,
Chung Yuan Christian University.
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