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On the feature of Wang Zhao-jun story in Tang
dynasty and its influence to the later Chinese
and Japanese literature

ABE Yasuki®

Abstract

Wang Zhao-jun story has been spreaded widely at home and abroad from Han
dynasty to modern times. For example, in modern Japan, a novelist Ozaki Koyo
adopted Zhao-jun story and created a social novel Yamato Zhaoj-un.

Wang Zhao-jun was a maid in the Han imperial palace. Han-Calligraphy says
“Emperor Yuan attempted to cement relations with Hun, gave Wang Zhao-jun who
was waiting for the edict at the palace to Hun king Hu-han-ye Chan-yu, Wang
Zhao-jun married Hu-han-ye, gave birth to a son, after the death of Hu-han-ye,
married to former wife’s son again in compliance with-Hun custom, gave birth to two
daughters.” Then she reached peace-through-marriage mission.

The afterwards unofficial history and official history yet focused on her good
looks. Xi-jing-za-ji says “Wang Zhao-jun was the most beautiful woman in Han harem,
but she refused to bribe a painter who eventually painted her bad looking, Emperor
Yuan afterwards saw her beauty and soon regretted.” Post-Han calligraphy also
says“Emperor Yuan saw her beauty and wanted to keep her.” This behavior did not
seem positive peace-through-marriage policy. Six dynasties era inherited this story,
and created many Yue-fu songs with Zhao-jun's resentment theme.

Tang dynasty also needed peace-through-marriage with non-Han border rulers,
and some poets admired Wang Zhao-jun. They abandoned official position and
departed capital, looked for Zhao-jun village, using the image of Wang Zhao-jun,

represented their emotion. Bai Ju-yi’s poem Pass Zhao-jun village said“Her unique

* Emeritus professor of Yamaguchi University.
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beauty is envied by all maids”, Li Ru-bi’s poem Bright moon poem also described the
patriotic spirits of placeman. Through these poems we can find out Tang poet’s
respect for Wang Zhao-jun was stronger than previous generations. In addition, poets
uncertainly agreed peace-through-marriage policy, as well as represented against
Wang Zhao-jun followed Hun custom and married father and son Chan-yu etc., they
carried out a variety of views, and affected future generations.

This author intends to explore the feature of Wang Zhao-jun story in Tang

dynasty and its influence to the later Chinese and Japanese literature in this paper.

Keywords: Wang Zhao-jun, peace-through-marriage, Zhao-jun village, Bai Ju-yi,
Tang poem, Bian-wen, Chinese poetry, Waka, Monogatari, Youkyoku,

Yamato Zhao-jun
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