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Translating the Beauty to Rectify the Vice:
Zeng Xubai’s Writings and Translations of
Aesthetic Literature during the “Truth, Beauty,
and Goodness” Period

Chen, Shuo-Win'

Abstract

In the 1930s, Zeng Xubai settled down in the French concession in
Shanghai, and following in his father’s footsteps, opened. a bookstore called
“Truth, Beauty, and Goodness” (Zhenmeishan), setting his sights on publishing
literary journals and translating foreign classic literature, especially western
aesthetic literary works. Zeng Xubai pointed out that the reason for his
preference for certain aesthetic literature is that it sets up a standard of a new
literary value for China, trivializing the popularity of “sensational literature”
(rougan wenxue) at that time, and rejuvenating modern Chinese literature.
Therefore, translation can be seen as not only a powerful cultural practice that
Zeng Xubai adopted, but also as a token that shows how Zeng Xubai
participated in the development and construction of a local literary
environment.

This paper aims to analyze the characteristics and cultural connotations of
Zeng Xubai’s writings and translations during this period, in particular his
translations of some French aesthetic works such as Pierre Louys’s novel,
Aphrodite: moeurs antiques, several works of Remy de Gourmont, Prosper
Mérimée’s literature, and his own novels. It also examines how Zeng Xubai’s

translation ideals affected his translational strategies and his own literary

" Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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creations through close readings and comparisons. Furthermore, this paper
contextualizes Zeng Xubai’s literary activities, including his translations and
writings, to highlight his social and cultural concerns toward the literary field
and historical moments that he faced, all of which is hidden in his literary
practice, and to illustrate how it can be taken as a dialog that takes place

between the writer and his time.

Keywords: Zeng Xubai, zhenmeishan bookstore, translation, aestheticism,

transculturation
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Le soir, en revenant de la chasse, il s’arrétait sur le pont, regardait la riviere,
les saules, 1’herbe, 1’étroite vallée, ou le soleil, avant de mourir, venait se

. 47
reposer un instant.

thCHTEE Ry

B b > TR E 0 S BB 0 SEARAK 0 WA B Boh# LA K
Mo ERR —@RLBERENIL

MR IR R SRR B R ANAE T — R L T E R
s ARME BRI RRAALLFRL S EN > FFOHEE > BEOGTE 9%
S¥IWAE L ERG BRI AR — B e F o VN LB S B
RILAHR] - RERF I TEE LI IE A - HEGREET R ENRRB G E - DIk
TSR A BT R S AU T A
/N 2 NN B R R BEE 0 RO

Quel charme dans ce corps jeune, dans ces contours qui ont leur forme

. w50
premiere, dans ces organes naif!

MEMFER T EACERAGKREE A eRIRE oA 5V GHHEE
BT B S R AR R R Llfilﬁwﬁﬁbﬂﬁﬂ]aL R rChaﬂneJ
(RN Wz —= -

R4t > RRBLERRIEE /N - LB ALRIRIEEIE S - DTl B AR 1 B3 SR
677 » PR VRE Fiu 20 2 A 20 ST BB 7~ (R B AR TR - B R 1 IR iR

7 Remy de Gourmont, Couleurs; contes nouveaux, suivis de choses anciennes (Paris: Mercure
de France, 1921), p.16.
METLEE
“ #M% (Remy de Gourmont) % > ¥ £ @33 : (& - %) » (H£%) %%
(1927 % 11 B) - selBE X ESLEH B3 -
30 Remy de Gourmont, Couleurs, contes nouveaux, suivis de choses anciennes, p.20.

' %a# % (Remyde Gourmont) % > ¥ B g% : (& -%) > B 7-
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> ka# % (Remy de Gourmont) % > % & g3% :

* faf@ % (Remyde Gourmont) ¥ » & & &3 :

Y ¥Ee: (YEea) L& A

> M 2 £ (Prosper Mérimée ) % » ¥ & G 3% (4%
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AR B BSOS RERR - MR SREFTIR Y - B T RIRESORROMIEE ~ LEEHSL
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AR AN R 32 ~ WL BB S BB > S SR - T @R AT — R
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FIE 7 REE HNRRR R ALY B LIRS 0 1 RS R T B L 1A
HAHEREUUT » BRZ BWSE LRI G R o AE (ARG B SCEA RS — B A6
(15 ) o At A I o R SO AR B SR R 2 T R T g, - TR
I R R A (38 ) BRIl (AR Py I By Sl ) ~ (rh g AR
SCERERR AT )oK BRI A5 B SO e ) <5 30 » i P SRR L o DA g
WO (TR Ry 12) SCEAANTL AR o Dok SCEZARER o JEO) - e T =
(RBISCE ABC) ~ (TR 3L ABC) 57 BUTIREET 25 MU IRIERE - DL
SRR R — R A RS SO RGN AN = R AR (%) BB
S SCER RN, R SUBSOR S VR R e p 175 g > ] LURRLE ) o R B O TR

[FIRERITETE > I i O RTACE &3 (RELsE ) —& - (WELSE) IR
CPrgl sk ts - RIS ) (Aphrodite: meeurs antiques ) » 5ZIRBITESR SCHE B 5)
(Pierre Louys, 1870-1925) [YCFRAF » thi@MESE 1 Z SR B Z/E L flAY &
B PR LA 2 B A 20 0 B R R 2 AR 2 BRI S A SE Mk o [T R AR s - R
PEmEOE TR R AT = > DURSG IR i AR AR T IO 2R USR5 SCRESEE -
HARE > WAMES ~ RiE LR TR - i Bl o 7 I8 2R 15 W s e an & > -+
3T o AEEESE (AEIE) 1% - MBORERESE 7 (PR IKIENE%E) — 2GR
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fi

3 Karen Laura Thornber, Empire of Texts in Motion: Chinese, Korean, and Taiwanese
Transculturations of Japanese Literature(Cambridge MA and London: Harvard
University Asia Center, 2009), p.84.
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A) "B BEXESRRAH A2
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FOEF > A AL B PR AN SO R R T B /DN At IR e S JEL - RN
6] B S B A SRR R S SR B AL LEROLERS - HES
ERFTENSEEEEE S K BRI Y E A & DR S A E R SO
AIRAT > DARIERELAR B S B ot B A A [ - R i 2 B e [ A 3t SR Y
BB AR RS I BLRE R -

Bowg o () O MARH Y EaSE (NER) LB BEEEE 0 19294)
%R S5-T-

Y wka: (£am) 0 (AEE) FwEFE -8 (192944 8) » kg8 xEHAL
B RT-

P HERE RSB RBEERE > REYREWITH SRS ORI ABEBERT
BAALABEOEE PN ENRBE > CAALARELNRE A ARA TR
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Brown) FiTE » BEBH TEREHEEMES - MEMAUE - (CM 2 Tl E e
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% Meg H. Brown, The Reception of Spanish American Fiction in West Germany 1981- 1991:

A Study of Best Sellers (Tubingen: Niemeyer, 1994), p.7.

* B#4ri¥ (Gene H. Bell-Villada) % » R AK#% : (REXH B F : AHlm i
X2 x4 ) (Art for Art's Sake and Literary Life: How Politics and Markets Helped Shape
the Ideology and Culture of Aestheticism,1790-1990) ( £ 3t : Portico # hx#t > 2006 5 ) »
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Qu'il en donne un pew a-ces femmes, en leurs rapides aventures, dansent trop
follement peut-étre, chacune dans un des rayons de la lumiere décomposée par

. . (i T3
le prisme naif de leur désir.
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