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Between the Elegance and the Vulgar: Lu Xun
and Zhang Henshui's Female Writing and
Subjectivity Analysis

Sul, Hee-Jung"

Abstract

In the long history of China, women were not only an important force to promote
social progress, but their own living conditions and fate choices also became the
epitome of the era's transformation, which consolidated the unique historical memory
of that era. In the history of modern and contemporary literature, both Lu Xun and
Zhang Henshui expressed their concern and reflection on. women's issues through their
works. The works of Lu Xun focused on the slavery and oppression of the feudal ethics
code to women, in order to transform the national perspective and chastise the darkness
and decay of the old society; whereas the works of Zhang Henshui showed that while
women were fighting for their own liberation, they were constrained by the shackle of
the society. Their dual status of the oppressor and the victims tortured by oppressors,
eventually led to the broken personality, revealing the cruel reality that the weak’s
rebellious object is not the strong, but those who weaker. From the author's own
perspective , Lu Xun is an enlightenment thinker, whose works were mostly from a
male perspective, reflecting on the misfortunes brought to women by the patriarchal
society in the spirit of introspection and repentance, and attributing the reasons for their
living status to the ignorant feudal thoughts and corrupted social systems. In contrast,
Zhang Henshui focused on the trivial life of women and according to this, analyzed the
reasons for the formation of women's servile psychology. Through the portrayal of the
details of life and from the equal perspective, he entered into women’s heart, combined

various affairs occurring in society and family, and reflected on women's living status

* School of Foreign Languages, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China.
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and the nature of exploitation of the patriarchal society.

Keywords: Lu Xun, Zhang Henshui, Distinction between elegance and wvulgarity,

Gender perspective, Different voices, Subjectivity
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